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(((((((((((
ADMINISTRATION

IN THE FIELD

Capt. Steve Stowell

BEHIND THE DESK

Chairman, Kevin Burton
ON THE HOME FRONT

Civilian  Advocate, Andi Redinger

Official Web Site of 116 PVI

http://www.116pvi.org

(((((((((((
UPCOMING EVENTS AND MEETINGS

Shelton-McMurphy-Johnson House Living History.  Nov. 2-3 in Eugene.  See the article in this newsletter for details.

Eugene Veterans Day Parade.  November 10th starting at 1:00 pm.  The theme this year is “One Nation Under God”.  ( No Kidding!)  Contact Kevin Burton for more information.

Albany Veterans Day Parade.  Monday November 11th.  This years theme is “America Stands United”.  Military and civilians to be ready at 8:30 AM  .  Staging will be done on Industrial Way, just off Marion Street and Jackson Streets

Board Meeting .  Scheduled for Wednesday ,November 20th at 7 P.M.  Location for the meeting is  John Baker’s  Real Estate  office at  2339 State Street, Salem 

(((((((((((
Please Vote!!!!!

In this month’s newsletter you will find ballots for the open board positions plus Quartermaster and Civilian Advocate.  Ballots are being sent to all active members, civilian members are eligible to vote for board positions plus Civilian Advocate, Military members vote for board positions plus the Quartermaster.  All members that are at least 16 years old, and  have participated in at least one event during the year are eligible to vote.  Events include reenactments, board meetings and the Christmas party.  If you did not receive a ballot and believe that you should have or received one that you should not have, please notify Secretary John Baker as soon as possible. Remember, the deadline for returning ballots is November 30th
(((((((((((
The Electronic Irish Volunteer is coming!

Starting this month, we will be attempting to send out  an electronic copy of the Irish Volunteer to all those with an email address and simultaneously modifying the format to reduce its file size.    The November and December newsletter will also go out  in the mail while we are getting the bugs worked out.  If you wish to continue getting a copy of the Irish Volunteer in the mail after December, or have any other comments about the newsletter, please notify the editor (See address in Deadline column) prior to the end of this year. 

Company  Commanders Report  

                                     
        Greetings to all , I understand from those who attended the California event that the rest of us missed a really good time ( see second lieutenant's report ) Wish I could of  been there, oh well maybe next year.

Those of us that attended the Brunk House on October 12th, we had a real pleasant day. We had a reasonable amount of time to lounge around in the front yard and visit. There was also  the opportunity to tour  the House and the out buildings. We did get some opportunity  tovisit and converse with some public and do some firing demonstrations. Of course our fans who pass by on the highway were sure to honk their horns as they passed by. We had a surprise visit from a young lady of the Southern persuasion. We had a opportunity to visit with her and to discuss the different views of the issues that were prevalent during the times of the Civil War. I don't believe we revealed any confidential information that can be used against us, but one  never knows who's a spy and what information they might find useful. We also had the opportunity to enjoy some really fine pie and freshly made apple cider. 

Reminder to all.  I hope everyone is planning on attending the Eugene Veteran's Day parade on November 10th and the Albany Veteran's Day parade on the 11th.  Hope to see you all there ! 

           Company Commander 116th PVI            Capt. Steven Lee Stowell

(((((((((((
Trivia

What general would change soiled shirts, even during battle?

Maj. Gen. Winfield Scott Hancock - Union

Headquarters, 116th Pennsylvania Volunteers Co.B

 September 30, 1863 
In the field and repairing to
Fort Hoskins, Oregon 
 

Colonel Clowers regimental command
 

Dear Sir,
I have the honor to report to you the events surrounding the recent skirmishes near Fresno in accordance with your orders given to me just prior to you departure from the field. 
Just after noon on Saturday September 28, 1863, I was placed in command of portions of Companies B and C and ordered to report to first Battalion commander Major Dillard. We were assigned as second company of the four companies under his command. With the assistance of Lt. Grace of Company C, we quickly moved into position just before the orders were given to move toward the East and the sound of sporadic fire along the picket line. As we approached the field of battle, Major Biddle informed us that we were the reserve battalion and will hold our position on the edge of the battlefield in column. The men were confident and determined for the fight and their wish was soon granted. We were ordered into a column of companies and then ordered by companies by the right into line just as the rebels advanced upon us. After a period of hot and close work we were pushing the seccesh pickets back upon their line when the enemy cavalry rode around our left flank and the other battalions on our right gave way to superior numbers in their front. Our position was thusly untenable but to the brave men of the 116th, we retired from the field in good order and made the enemy pay dearly for the ground. Shortly after 4 P.M. having reformed and the arrival of replacements, Lt. Grace led the men with much dash and distinction as our brigade recaptured the ground lost earlier in the day. As the gunfire subsided with the last vestiges of daylight, a general truce was called to attend to the wounded and bury the dead. The local population came out from their homes and offered to hold a supper for the general staffs of each side which was quickly accepted. In concern for the safety of General Grant, I formed a detail of soldiers to protect his person at the conclusion of the meal. On the way with the men we were abruptly accosted by a succesh woman whom we disarmed with a little collective dance of a jig. I was informed later that she was arrested by the local authorities for causing quite a stir.
The detail presented themselves to the General and in his style typical of him, slipped some libations from the table into the men’s sack coats that ultimately kept a few soldiers of the first brigade quite warm that evening. We then had the honor of attending to President Lincoln and his wife as they retired for the evening to their carriage. Our camp was honored to entertain the party of General Lee CSA in our camp under a flag of truce. Having shared the proper courtesies, Gen. Grant order Corp.s Heggen, Geffel, and myself to escort the succesh lawyer in their party out of the camp to his wagon. Company C dutifully manned the picket line until relieved at daybreak. During the night orders were received to prepare the men for a morning assault. The men fitfully slept with their weapons in line of battle until ordered to form at the sound of the long roll. Again the first brigade was held in reserve and was soon moved to reinforce the left flank. I could see the johnnies supporting their gray battle lines by deftly using their mountain howitzers to great effect. We were ordered to break by the right of companies to the rear, which our company performed with great skill, and reformed just to the front of our batteries. The enemy attacked along our entire front but was repulsed with great loss. By this time it was early afternoon and having been emboldened by our brave defense of our line began an advance upon the Rebs which we sensed caught them by surprise. We were encouraged by Major Dillard placing himself in front of the brigade fully exposed which at that moment prompted a charge upon the breaking enemy that resulted in the capture of three guns some stands of colors and numerous prisoners. Lt. Grace setting such a fine example of bravery, jumped forth to rally the men for a charge on the last remaining enemy on the field just before the white flag gave the notice of our enemy's surrender. It is my privilege to recommend commendations to Lt. Grace for his leadership and bravery. Sergeants Burke and Stevens for coolly anchoring the ends of our line, and the Sullivan platoon for being a platoon. I especially would like to commend Private K. Sullivan who upon eating his hardtack rations from the quartermaster, manly consumed a mouthful of weevils as is typical of a fine soldier. It is with great satisfaction that we return to Ft. Hoskins in the knowledge that our country is still safely under our glorious flag and in the gracious hands of Almighty God. Therefore, I have the distinct pleasure to submit this report of our tremendous victory at Fresno to you.  
 

I remain as always,
Your most Obedient Servant,
John Baker, Lt. 116th PVI Co. B
 

P.S.  October 4, 1863 Sir, I have now returned to my station. Upon reuniting with my wife, I proudly displayed my Lieutenants Commission so graciously presented to me by General Grant upon the Fresno battlefield. I was greeted by gales of laughter and some strange ranting like "You are not a Space Ranger you are just a toy!“ (?).
Please pray for me as I consider confining her to the Mary Todd Lincoln Center for mental health.

 JB

(((((((((((
NOTICE

We are looking for  photographs of our 116th group in action, to be used on our web site.  If you have any that you would like to share, please get hold of Joe Sullivan at 541-929-6450

(((((((((((
EUGENE LIVING HISTORY EVENT

Mike Wagner, reporting

On the week-end of Nov. 2-3 there will be a living history at the Shelton-McMurphy-Johnson House in Eugene. The house  in downtown Eugene on the side of a forested hillside was built in 1888 and has recently been restored.  From what I hear this may become an annual event. They had a living history there last year, which was attended mostly by the Confederates. We would like to see a few more Union troops there this year. The time  is from 10 AM til 5PM. . Soldiers bring your accoutrements. Bring your weapons, but NO WEAPONS FIRING.  Civilians also welcome. Anyone that can attend would be greatly  appreciated.   Inside the house will be displays from the Civil War,  WW I, and WW II.  The web site for more info on the house and driving  directions is  www.smjhouse.org  The Shelton McMurphey house has informed me that they will have the  newspapers and the TV stations there to record our activities.

DIRECTIONS

From the north, which I feel most of you would be coming, from I-5 take exit 194B (I-105 126W).This is the Eugene-U of O exit. Go approx. 1 1/2 miles to the Coburg Rd. Downtown exit 2. On exiting stay left, this will take you on an overpass to Coburg Rd. heading south. There will be a stop light. At this point the road goes into 2 lanes. Stay in the right lane. From the stop light go approx. 1/2 mile and cross over the Willamette river on the (green) Ferry St. bridge. Immediately after crossing the bridge, turn right on 3rd Ave. Go 2 blocks to High St.  You will notice that you can not go straight ahead, so turn left on High, go 1 block to 4th Ave. Turn right on 4th, go 1 block to Pearl St. Turn right on Pearl and go 1 block to 3rd. Turn left on E 3rd. The YA-PO-AH Terrace retirement Apartments will be on your left. Go about 1/2 block and you will see the signs for the Shelton-McMurphy-Johnson House.
(((((((((((
Christmas Party Gift Exchange

We are going to have a gift exchange at the Christmas Party this year.  If you would like to participate, bring a gift worth $10 or less.  Only those people that bring a gift can participate in the gift exchange.  Bring a gift to get a gift!

The Christmas Party is going to be held December 7th this year  in Salem, and Louise Burns has graciously accepted the position of Christmas Party Coordinator.  If you are interested in helping out, please contact Louise at louiseb@betheltech.com  If you can lend a hand with cooking, dancing, entertainment, organizing, set-up, tear-down, or if you can spare an encouraging word for Louise, I am certain it would be appreciated.  This is our Christmas party, so let’s pitch in. 

(((((((((((
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The following is from Lincoln’s Inaugural Address

“ In your hands, my dissatisfied countrymen, and not in mine, is the momentous issue of civil war. The government will not assail you. You can have no conflict without yourselves being the aggressors. You have no oath registered in Heaven to destroy the government, while I shall have the most solemn one to "preserve, protect and defend" it    I am loath to close. We are not enemies, but friends. We must not be enemies. Though passion may have strained, it must not break our bonds of affection. The mystic chords of memory, stretching from every battlefield and patriot grave, to every living heart and hearth-stone, all over this broad land, will yet swell the chorus of the Union, when again touched, as surely they will be, by the better angels of our nature. “

Abraham Lincoln, March 4, 1861

(((((((((((
Cornbread Recipe

The cornbread we eat today only bears a passing resemblance to that eaten during the Civil War. Add a little sugar to this recipe if you wish. 

1/2 cup yellow cornmeal 

1 cup flour 

Pinch of salt 

4 eggs 

2 Tbsps milk 

3 Tbsps butter, softened 

Combine the cornmeal, flour and salt in a bowl. Add the eggs, milk and butter and mix well. Pour into a 9x9 inch buttered baking pan and bake in a moderate oven (375 F) for 15-20 minutes.

http://www.eden.rutgers.edu/~sirak/uscwcc/recipes.html - Top
(((((((((((
140th Gettysburg

July 4-6th 2003

We are trying to find out how much interest there is in the 116th attending the 140th Gettysburg reenactment next year.   If you have any interest  in attending, or would be interested in helping to coordinate, please get hold of  Steve Stowell.

(((((((((((
Food in a Can?

British merchant Peter Durand made an impact on food preservation with his 1810 invention of the tin can Canned rations provided to soldiers and explorers saved British legions from sure starvation. The first tin cans were very thick and had to be hammered open. So grateful for its inner contents were the hungry recipients that no one really complained about the sweat and toil often required to simply open the can.  British soldiers in 1812 tore open cans with bayonets, pocket knives, and rifle fire.  As cans became thinner, it became possible to invent simpler can openers. In 1858, Ezra J. Warner of Waterbury, Connecticut patented the first can opener.  It looked like a bent bayonet. Its large curved blade was driven into a can’s rim, then forcibly worked around its edge.  The U.S. military used it during the Civil War.

The inventor of the household can opener was William W. Lyman. Lyman patented a very easy to use can opener in 1870, the kind with the wheel that rolls and cuts around the rim of a can. The Star Can Company of San Francisco improved Lyman's can opener in 1925 by adding a serrated edge to the wheel.

(((((((((((
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION

This is your newsletter and all are encouraged to submit articles to it.  All Announcements, Advertisements, Letters to the Editor, and articles must be received by the 19th of  the month to make the next newsletter.

Make submissions to:

Editor

24465 Gellatly Way

Philomath, Oregon, 97370

Or email:

mailto:editor@116pvi.org
(((((((((((
CLASSIFIEDS

 69. cal rifled musket, with bayonet , scabbard, and sling $500.00
69.cal cartridge box, with sling and brass $50.00
US enlisted frock coat, with shoulder scales $175.00
Enlisted trousers with nco stripe $70.00
Contact : Rich Van Horn 503-864-2506

**

I have two drums that I am selling.  The first is of an unknown maker, it has skin heads, a gut snare and a is partially painted but waiting for the specific unit design.  I am asking $250 for that one and it comes with drumsticks.  The second is a George Carrol drum, wood finish with the red rims, this is the one I have used at events, I am including drumsticks, a soft case, and a cotton carrying sling.  I am asking $350 for the Carrol drum.  Contact::  Laura Chambers  via e-mail, crazyladylaura@hotmail.com, or phone, (503)667-0571

The Irish Volunteer

Joe and Holly Sullivan, Editors

24465 Gellatly Way

Philomath, OR, 97370







