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IN THE FIELD
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(((((((((((
UPCOMING EVENTS AND MEETINGS

Chemeketa School Demonstration at  Chemeketa Community College, February 12th.  For more information Contact Steve Betschart at yankeebugler@hotmail.com
Company Drill .  Saturday, February 15th from noon till 2PM at Aldrich Park in Salem. The park has a flat ball field for marching and a small covered area if necessary. The Park is located at the corner of 15th and Mill Street SE.  (The board will meet at the Ned Baker Real Estate office 2339 State St from 12:15 PM- 2 PM.)

From I-5 take the HWY 22  Mission St. Proceed West on Mission. Turn right on 17th. Turn Left on Mill go two blocks. The Park is on the left.

From Dallas and points West come over the Salem Bridge(Center St) continue to 14th and turn right. Proceed South on 14th past State St and turn left on Mill. Go 1 block to the park on the right.

From Park go North on 15th to State St. Turn right and proceed to 2339 State St for the board meeting.
Board Meeting .  Our next Board Meeting is scheduled for Saturday,  February 15th from 2:15 till 4 PM at the Ned Baker Real Estate office 2339 State St , in Salem

God’s and Generals opens on February 21st, at your local theater.  Members of the 116th will be meeting in Salem and Eugene as a promotional for the movie and for the 116th.

Winter Quarters.   February 22nd & 23rd at Camp Riley.  This will be a two-day event, Saturday and Sunday, February 22nd & 23rd.  Camp Rilea is west of highway 101 midway between Seaside and Astoria.  More information can be found at http://www.proaxis.com/~cavalrylin/winter.htm 

116th’s Weekend of the Soldier.  March 8th and 9th at 2025 Godsey RD.   Dallas.  See Steve and Lynette’s article on page 3.  
Gods and Generals

Coming February 21st
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John Baker in Salem and Kevin Burton in Eugene are organizing a 116th recruiting effort at a theater in each of these towns on opening night, February 21st.  They hope to not only snag a few prospective recruits but are also hoping to arrange for free admittance to those of our club that come to help our club and promote the movie.  For more information, please contact John at 503-363-2338 debdiane@cyberis.net  and Kevin at 541-688-2901, kjburt2@msn.com.  See you at the movies! 


Abe Lincoln's Favorite Humorist
 

    Question: Who was Abraham Lincoln's favorite humorist?

    Answer: David R. Locke (Petroleum V. Nasby), who wrote the Nasby Letters.
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    Henry J. Raymond, the famous New York editor, had this to say about Mr. Lincoln's fondness for the Nasby letters:

    "It has been well said by a profound critic of Shakespeare, and it occurs to me as very appropriate in this connection, that 'the spirit which held the woe of Lear and the tragedy of "Hamlet" would have broken had it not also had the humor of the "Merry Wives of Windsor" and the merriment of the "Midsummer Night's Dream." 

    "This is as true of Mr. Lincoln as it was of Shakespeare. The capacity to tell and enjoy a good anecdote no doubt prolonged his life.

    "The Saturday evening before he left Washington to go to the front, just previous to the capture of Richmond, I was with him from seven o'clock till nearly twelve. It had been one of his most trying days. The pressure of office-seekers was greater at this juncture than I ever knew it to be, and he was almost worn out.

    "Among the callers that evening was a party composed of two Senators, a Representative, an ex-Lieutenant-Governor of a Western State, and several private citizens. They had business of great importance, involving the necessity of the President's examination of voluminous documents. Pushing everything aside, he said to one of the party:

    " 'Have you seen the Nasby papers?"

    " 'No, I have not,' was the reply; 'who is Nasby?'    

    " 'There is a chap out in Ohio,' returned the President, 'who has been writing a series of letters in the newspapers over the signature of Petroleum V. Nasby. Some one sent me a pamphlet collection of them the other day. I am going to write to 'Petroleum" to come down here, and I intend to tell him if he will communicate his talent to me, I will swap places with him!'

    "Thereupon he arose, went to a drawer in his desk, and, taking out the 'Letters,' sat down and read one to the company, finding in their enjoyment of it the temporary excitement and relief which another man would have found in a glass of wine. The instant he had ceased, the book was thrown aside, his countenance relapsed into its habitual serious expression, and the business was entered upon with the utmost earnestness." 

    An account provided by David R. Locke (Petroleum V. Nasby) as to how he came to write the famous Civil War letters, which won him fame, is given in the Nevin O. Winter History of Northwestern Ohio: 

    "The letters, of course, were written in Findlay between 1861 and 1865, while Locke was publishing the Jeffersonian, a weekly newspaper here. More Nasby letters appeared later after he left Findlay to go to Toledo where he had bought the Blade, but it was the Civil War letters which attracted the greatest attention. 

    "About the time the war broke out he heard of a paper being circulated for signatures petitioning the legislature to prohibit Negroes from coming into the state and asking for legislation to remove all the colored population the state then contained. 

    "This petition was being circulated in Findlay by a shiftless, worthless fellow. The few Negroes then in Findlay were hard-working, law-abiding men and to remove them and leave the no-account individual who was circulating the petition was an inconsistency that was startling. 

   "One night in a drug store  in Findlay when a number of people were gathered there, Locke met the circulator of the petition. He read the petition aloud to the group there and made some remarks about it, expressing the opinion that it seemed a paradox to be seeking the move good people out of the community and keep a good-for-nothing individual like the one circulating the petition. 

    "Then and there, Locke is said to have remarked later, he decided to write the Nasby papers. 

    "That week," says the Winter historical account, "under the signature of Rev. Petroleum Vesuvius Nasby a letter, purporting to come from an ignorant and penniless Kentuckian, who was devoted to free whiskey and the perpetuation of slavery, and who desired a postmaster's job, was published as the first Nasby letter in the Jeffersonian. 

    "Thus commenced the most remarkable series of satires upon public men and measures that were ever written." The Winter history goes on to say that Locke raised a full company of recruits in Findlay to go to the front and he sent to Columbus for a commission as a captain. 

    "This was emphatically refused by the governor on the ground that the would-be soldier could do more at home fighting with his pen through his paper than upon the field of battle," says the account of Locke's life.

    "Thus he never became a soldier in the ranks, though perhaps no general in the army accomplished so much in behalf of the integrity of the Union as this quiet Ohio editor." 

    This view was shared by Robert McCune, who said in his forward to John McElroy's famous book, Andersonville, (1879), "[David Locke] at the beginning of the war, entered, with zeal and ardor upon the work of raising a company of men, intending to lead them to the field. Prevented from carrying out this design, his energies were directed to a more effective service. His famous "Nasby Letters" exposed the absurd and sophistical argumentations of rebels and their sympathizers, in such broad, attractive, and admirable burlesque, as to direct against them the "loud, long laughter of a world!"  The unique and telling satire of these papers became a power and inspiration to our armies in the field and to their anxious friends at home, more than equal to the might of whole battalions poured in upon the enemy. An athlete in logic may lay an error writhing at his feet, and after all it may recover to do great mischief. But the sharp wit of the humorist drives it before the world's derision into shame and everlasting contempt. The letters were read and shouted over gleefully at every camp-fire in the Union Army, and eagerly devoured by crowds of listeners  when mails were opened at country post-offices. Other humorists were content when they simply amused the reader, but "Nasby's" jests were arguments -- they had a meaning -- they were suggested by the necessities and emergencies of the Nation's peril, and written to support, with all earnestness, a most sacred cause."

    If you had served with the 116th Pennsylvania Volunteers during the Rebellion, or if you were waiting and working at home in Pennsylvania, then in all probability you would have read "Nasby".

    (((((((((((
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Maj. Gen. George G. Meade standing in front of his tent, June 1864
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Francis E. Keenan
 

    Francis Keenan was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in 1841. Captain Thomas A. Murray enrolled him in the 116th Pennsylvania Volunteers on August 19, 1862, at the age of 21, for an enlistment of three years. He was mustered in by Captain Bache. Francis was 5'8" tall, had a dark complexion , grey eyes, and dark hair. At the time of his enlistment he was working as a bartender.
    On October 8, 1862, he was listed as a deserter. Obviously, a mistake was made, because he fell in with the ranks and fought in the battles of Fredricksburg, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, etc., with the rest of the 116th P.V., Co. B. (Listing a soldier as a "deserter" was a mistake often made; in Mary Livermore's book she mentions hundreds of soldiers who were wounded and consigned to a shantytown which the Army had dubbed a "hospital" -- most were listed as "deserters" by their companies. It took much persistence and hard work to place the names of those men back on their rolls and to make sure they were afterwards honorably discharged. Most -- especially those who died -- were never removed from the list of deserters.)
    At some point Francis Keenan was promoted to the rank of Sergeant. According to the official records of the 116th Pennsylvania Volunteers, he was ordered discharged " per _____ 210 of June 17, 1864". The copy we have of the original records is smudged, and research has so far given no clue as to what order #210 was issued on June 17, 1864, but we know that was the day the 116th stormed the Rebel works at Petersburg. If any of the Irish Volunteer's loyal readers are able to discover the nature of this order, the authors of this little piece would be happy to be enlightened on the subject.
    Sgt. Francis Keenan was discharged, as per orders, on June 17th, 1864.
(((((((((((
SCHOOL OF THE COMPANY

By Steve and Lynette Stowell
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        On March 7th , 8th, and 9th the 116th PVI will be holding its first school the company . we can arrive and set it up camp on Friday afternoon . this event is for soldiers as well was civilians so everyone is encouraged to attend .we will stay overnight on Friday and be there all day Saturday, and Saturday night, and Pull up camp sometime around midday on Sunday. You do not have to come for the whole time , but for all soldiers our March company drill will be at 10:00 A.M. to 12:00 P.M. on Saturday .

We will be able to have fire pits at our camp sites, you will need to bring your own supply of food for you and your families meals. there will be fire wood available for fires, kindling might be a good thing to bring. 

        Attention all soldiers please plan on attending our school the company March 7th through the 9th.

this will be a private event with just our club members. we will be spending our time training and drilling on the Fine Arts of civil war reenactor. Activities include workshops, various types of field drill, a backwoods road march , and perhaps even a live fire if we can get the range worked out.

        To all civilians please join us at this time to work on our personas and talking about  scenarios , who we are and what we are doing in 1863 and during the wartime. We will be doing some workshops, if you are interested in doing a workshop on a subject please let me know ahead of time so I can make out a schedule, also I will contact a few of you to ask you to do one.

INSTRUCTIONS AND DIRECTIONS

        Horseless carriages will be parked in a designated area upon entering the grounds ( parking passes NOT necessary) camping stuff will be transported to 1863 via the yellow brick road, by wagon to camping area. 

All those planning to attend please e-mail us and let us know how long you will be there so we know 

        Address is 2025 Godsey RD.   Dallas . Exact directions are at the end of this newsletter.

Company Commander 116th PVI

Capt. Steven Lee Stowell

Civilian Advocate Lynette Stowell

(((((((((((
Do you know the new password to access the password protected files on our website?  

If you are a current member, then you received the password with this newsletter…

(((((((((((
140th Gettysburg

July 4-6th 2003

Yes, the 140th Gettysburg is really going to happen, and the 116th company B will be there.  If you  are interested in attending or you are looking for some way to get your rifle to Gettysburg without buying an extra ticket, please get hold of Mike Heggen at 503-581-5277.

(((((((((((
Trivia

Who are the only father-son winners of the Congressional Medal of Honor?

Arthur MacArthur, Jr., Lookout Mountain and his son, Douglas MacArthur, W.W.II fame
(((((((((((
Did Jefferson Davis Roller Skate ?
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In 1823, Robert John Tyers of London patented a skate called the 'Rolito' with five wheels in a single row on the bottom of a shoe or boot.   Sound like roller blades?  Unfortunately, the ‘Rolito’ was unable to follow a curved path.

In 1863 New Yorker James Plimpton, patented his Circular Running Roller Skate or the “rocking Action” skate.  Plimpton’s skates had two parallel sets of wheels, one pair under the ball of the foot and the other pair under the heel.  The four wheels were made of boxwood and were attached to the plate of the skate so that they bore against bolts of India-rubber enabling the skater to turn curves simply by leaning .  Plimpton's design is considered the basis for the modern roller skate and its concept is still used in the construction of modern roller skates.

Plimpton opened a skating club in New York and skating rinks across American and Europe.  Soon roller skating became popular all over the world.


Membership Renewal Time

It’s  that time again.  116th membership renewal applications were sent out with the November newsletter and are now overdue.  NCWC renewal applications are also due and should have come with the NCWC newsletter (Bugle Call) or you can download it at;

http://www.116pvi.org/membershipforms.htm 

 Once you have filled out the application, send it in with your 116th application to:

John Baker, Secretary Treasurer

2339 State Street

Salem, OR, 97301

The NCWC applications will be signed by our unit commander and then sent on.  All NCWC applications must have our unit commanders signature before the NCWC will approve the application.  One more thing, after February 28th, there is a $5 late fee for the NCWC application.

(((((((((((
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION

This is your newsletter and all are encouraged to submit articles to it.  All Announcements, Advertisements, Letters to the Editor, and articles must be received by the 19th of  the month to make the next newsletter.

Make submissions to:

Editor

24465 Gellatly Way

Philomath, Oregon, 97370

Or email:

mailto:editor@116pvi.org
(((((((((((
CLASSIFIEDS

Place your classified ads here, free  to members

(((((((((((
Driving Instructions for School of the Company

From the north:

Head south on Hwy 99.  Go through Rickreall.  Turn right on Clow Corner Rd  (flashing yellow light).  Drive about 4.5 miles (I could be wrong! It might   be 3.5...)  Turn left on Godsey Rd.  This is the gravel part of the road and  is right before you enter the city limits.  If you drive by Tyco you've gone  to far...  Just follow the road up to the top of the hill!  We'll have signs  out to help you find your way.

From the south:

Head north on Hwy 99.  Go through Monmouth.  Turn left on Clow Corner Rd  (flashing yellow light after the stop light at Hoffman Rd.)  Afger you turn,  follow the same directions as the people coming from the north.
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